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STYLISH 
WAYS  

to splash, lounge 
and  

dine outdoors  
ALL SUMMER  

LONG

Outdoor Style
SUMMER'S HERE! Design & decorating ideas for living life outside!
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OUTDOOR LIVING

FOR SOURCES, SEE OUR WORKBOOK

BACKYARD
In My

Splash Out
Designer Kate Davidson opted for a shal-

low entertainment pool that is just five 

feet at its deepest and boasts a tanning 

ledge, LED lights and fun deck jets. The 

terrace is defined by mitred-edge stream-

lined stairs, which were custom-made in 

Italy, and features a contemporary per-

gola structure with an outdoor kitchen 

complete with exterior-grade Caesarstone 

countertops and metal cabinetry.

Sit Back & Relax 
Comfortable practicality was the driver for 

the poolside seating. “I sourced generous 

loungers to create another conversational 

area,” says Kate. “They’re water resistant 

and cushion-free, so they make a sleek, 

modern statement that’s also low mainte-

nance.” Black umbrellas offer contrasting 

impact and shade, while striped bolsters 

parlay a resort-like finishing touch.

Designer Kate 

Davidson makes a 

splash creating an 

outdoor oasis with a 

resort vibe in her 

own backyard. 

TEXT CHRISTY WRIGHT

PHOTOGRAPHY MIKE CHAJECKI

f it’s a summer day in Toronto’s Etobicoke area, the backyard of Kate Davidson’s custom home will be the site of all sorts of fun 
and frolic. Her husband might be crisping up a margherita in the wood-burning pizza oven, their three daughters Marco Polo-ing 
in the pool, and Kate lounging with a good book. And that’s exactly how the designer likes it. “It was important for me to create 
different zones,” says Kate. “Ones that are ideal for bringing us comfort as a family of five, as well as for hosting guests.” Her 
design vision, which combines understated elegance with comfort and durability, achieves just that, and swimmingly so.I
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OUTDOOR LIVING

Under Cover
“The pergola was a must and was always  

in my design plans,” says Kate. “I opted for 

this structure, rather than a roof overhang, 

because it allows the flexibility to open it up 

and bring light into the back of the house in 

the winter.” White sunscreens roll down to 

offer shade and keep out bugs. The section-

al’s woven base softens the area, and its 

easy-to-clean outdoor fabric is a smart  

backdrop for bold cushions.

Water Works
How fun are the deck’s water jets? “I saw this 

idea at a resort and wanted to integrate it 

into our landscaping,” says Kate. “The kids 

love them and they bring the soothing sound 

of water into the backyard. They’re also a big 

talking point when guests arrive.” Kate opted 

for faux grass between the pavers. “It’s low 

maintenance and introduces colour and soft-

ness among the grey and cream porcelain 

pavers.” Comfy chairs and potted plants  

further the tropical resort vibe.

Alfresco Ease
The terrace’s oversized dining table seats up 

to 10 guests, and its woven armchairs invite 

comfortable lingering. “We love to entertain 

and cook, and this large area makes it easy 

with spaces for outdoor dining, grilling and 

using the pizza oven,” says Kate. 

Year-Round Resort 
“I designed the cabana to be like a home  

in itself,” says Kate. “It features the same 

Spanish brick as our house, and inside 

there’s a full bathroom, sitting area with 

fireplace and TV, air conditioning, heating 

and extra bar areas, which come in handy 

when we’re entertaining.” Its doors are 

flanked by the same custom oversized 

sconces that light up the terrace. Says Kate, 

“I chose a gold tone to soften the black and 

white, and to add interest to the exterior.”

“The porcelain pavers are heated to allow easy access to the cabana year-round.”

“My goal was to create a livable yet elegant outdoor living space.” 

DESIGN, Kate Davidson, Kate + Co Design. PERGOLA,  

Aluminum Pergola. CABINETRY, Urban Bonfire. LOUNGERS, 

SECTIONAL, Jardin de Ville. Cabana DOORS, Fibercraft  

Door Company. PLANTS, Sure Green.
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