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Fashion runways have

always been at the cutting
edge of design, inspiring
everything from simple

daily clothing choices to
complete lifestyles — and
yes, they even have a say in
what our home environments
look like, too. As designers,
we're personally drawn to
the latest collections from
notable fashion houses, with
anticipation of what might
walk down that runway and
change the trajectory of
interior design as we know it.

Perhaps the most literal connection
between fashion and home décor is the
use of textiles. Look around you - they
are everywhere, from window coverings
and wall treatments to your furniture
upholstery and accessories. Here

are some of our favourite fabrics and
where to use them.
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WooL

Just like your favourite
sweater, wool is great to
snuggle while lounging.
Wool throws and
pillows add decorative
texture, but they also
serve a warm and cosy
purpose on colder
nights. This fabric also
boasts many natural
benefits. It’s a renewable
resource, biodegradable,
durable and despite
visions of shrunken
sweaters emerging

from washing machines
and dryers, modern
innovations mean many
wool products are no
longer “hand-wash” or
“dry-clean only.”

SILK

Silk is a highly durable
and beautiful material,
making it the perfect
choice for fashionable
and functional flooring,
Arug that is 100 per cent
silk or a wool/silk blend
has a natural sheen to it,
and because it usually
has a higher knot count
when compared to other
rug materials, it allows
for intricate patterns in
its designs. While our
favourite silk rugs have
asingle, solid colour,
this natural material
has organic variances
in colour, making a
solid rug feel beautiful
and luxurious.
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VELVET

Velvet is classically rich and luxuriously over-
the-top, instantly adding glamour to everything it
touches. In the right doses, it can elevate the look
of any room. This fabric is consistent; its low pile
gives it a smooth appearance, which shimmers
under different light. This quality makes it a
beautiful choice for furniture upholstery and
pieces featuring beautiful curves. Despite its
dramatic look and feel, velvet is low-maintenance
and very forgiving, making it an elegant and
practical choice for sofas, chairs and cushions.

LINEN

Linen is widely known for its versatility, both on
and off the runway. This organic material varies
in weight from light and airy to heavier options,
and is known for its characteristic woven texture
and casual vibe. Linen can be easily dressed up
with a bold pattern or colour, thanks to its ability
to absorb dye. All of these qualities, combined
with the fact that linen always seems to fall nicely,
make it a favourite choice for window coverings.
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COTTON

There’s nothing quite like

the look, feel and even

the smell of crisp cotton
bedding. There’s a reason we
all use cotton in a variety of
applications on a daily basis.
This particular material
pleases the masses —it’s
smooth and soft, not scratchy
like some linen bedding or
hot like silk. The structure

of cotton fabric has air
channels that make it cool
and breathable, and this is
one fabric that actually gets
better with use. The more you
wash it, the softer it gets.

When it comes to finishing touches in your home, textiles are everything. They add
softness, texture and depth to your design and create a cosy nest to settle into at the end
of the day. Do your research and consider your choices from an aesthetic and practical

standpoint. Remember, there’s a perfect fabric for every application. ou
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