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home decor | by RED BARRINUEVO

PROVEN STYLING TIPS

FOR A POUSHED INTE

Thr.- trend of home staging has picked
up mmenium in recent years. As a
stylist, | can cerainly appreciale the basic
principles behind a well-siaged home,
whether you're planning to stay or sell
thi: place. Rule =1 s vou anly have ong
chance to make a good first impression,

Here are some of my favourite styling
tips bo ensure you make a lasting
imparessian, lor all the nght reasans,

Sbep odve ks to view yvour home from
the streel. What's the fimst thing you see?
Binges - the front door! This can b just
the thing to nvite guests inoor send them
running for the hills. Choose a vibrant
colaur thal sets vour home apir rom
the rest, and ensure the hardware ks
bright and bufied, Finish the entry with
colourful potted plants on either sade, for
the ullimate weltome.

MNext, assess everything you see inside
thie home, from the walls and fumishings
ta the aocessones, because even the
seemingly minor details matier.
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A neutral colour paletie 5 easy to work
with and has wide appeal. This applies
by wour wislls and fumiture = particularly
the kg, expensive tlems that won't be
frequently replaced. Then, incorpomts
cofour through your accessones,
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When planning where (o place
fumishings and accessogies - like an -
Ik for the room’s natural focal poind,
and focus atention o hat A focal point
is a place for the eye to resk. This could
b @ Frepdace, & window or an interesting
architectural leature, If your room doesnt
have one, make your own! Stamd in the
doorway, look into the space and ses
where vour eves naturally band, This is
st likedy your room’s oecal point, and
a pocd place 1o focus your kemilure
arrangemEnl,
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Mow that you've identified the obvious
atfenteon-grabbers i your space, con-
sider the background elements, such as
lightineg and oodng

The most beautiful fimishings and
amwork swill be bost witlout [ E R
lighting. A good lighting plan includes
elEments of ambient, Esk and acoent
lighting. lavened af a variety of heights -
(oo, tabsletap, sconce and ceiling,

Underfool, stylists typlcally use migs to
highlight & room, incresse visual impact,
or to create division and definiion within
an open-concepd lvout, With that said,
resist the unge o ovenese mgs, They've
certainky become a trendy picoe, and
are even appearing in lavers, with ane
averkapping andther. Trepd carcfully, as
it's a fine line between just enoaegh and
averthi=lop,

Last but not least, plan your acces-
sowfies. Bee selective: choose pleces that
make you smibe, help tell your story, or
INSPERE Yo in sOme way,

Cine of my godo ircks s o amange
accessones in odd numbers, Don't ask
wivy this worles, I just does. There's

sofmething vissally pleasing absout
groupings of three or five, To add more
inberest, usi books or stscked magizines
b wvary hatghi.

A beanatifully stybed space is a cameful
balance between the big, obvious pieces
and the =nall, subdbe dietails, I yoo walk
knbo & room and something sesems “off.”
explon: the edements above and you'll
likely find the missing link. When all the
elemenis in a space work together, a
room becomes “home.” 3
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