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YOUR GUIDE TO HOME AND   LIFE IMPROVEMENT
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PEN POINT!
How to deal 

with prejudice

COOK!
Osso Buco: 

Italian comfort  
food at its best

DECORATE!
Bring Tuscan style 
to your backyard

ORGANIZE!
Lose weight by 

decluttering

homedigest.ca

NEW FABRICS
THAT DRESS UP 

YOUR HOME

inspiring



home decor  |  by LINDA MAZUR

his year, we have been seeing many 
amazing fabrics becoming available that 

are full of colour and lushness, and which have 
incredible patterns. The designs make the fabrics 

inspirational, and they can be one of the best places 
to start when you’re looking at designing a room. 

But there’s more to fabric than just pretty colours 
and impactful patterns. There are many aspects 
associated with fabrics that should be considered, 
including durability, care, pattern intricacy, the hang 
of a fabric and, of course, colour.

The durability of a particular fabric is determined 
by its ‘double-rub count’. Fabrics are tested for the 
number of times a machine can pass back and forth 
over the fabric before it wears down. Personally, I 
tend to stay away from lower rub counts for residential 
use and, to be safe, will not have any often-used 
upholstery in a fabric rated 9,000 to 12,000 double-
rubs. However, I would suggest such fabrics for a low-
usage piece of furniture, such as an occasional chair. 
Domestic fabrics are often rated at 25,000 double-rubs; 
commercial fabrics can be more than 100,000. 

If you want high-performance fabrics that are 
anti-microbial and stain- and moisture-resistant, look 

FABRICS
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Choosing 
fabrics to 

dress up 
your home 

is about 
more than 
colour and 

pattern.
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for something called Crypton or Nano-tex 
plus DuraBlock. These fabrics are beyond 
forgiving and are fantastic for high-traffic 
homes, especially those with kids and pets. 
One of my go-to fabric suppliers is Robert 
Allen Design, which produces inspiring and 
decadent new fabric designs saturated with 
colours that never fail to impress.

As important as durability is in your 
fabric selection, equally important is  

pattern intricacy and colour. As a designer, 
I love mixing colours and patterns.

However, it’s important to keep in mind 
that the fabrics you have selected need to 
be relevant for their intended use. You may 
fall in love with a particular fabric, but the 
scale and pattern repeat may not be the 
best choice for upholstering, for example, 
a diamond-tufted sofa. Keep this in mind 
when you are customizing your furniture.
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With so much available to select from, 
be bold in your choice of fabrics for your 
home. If you find a pattern you adore, 
but are a bit hesitant to use it generously 
throughout your home, then try it on some 
toss cushions or perhaps an ottoman. 

Furniture fabrics and custom draperies 
can be a costly purchase, so be sure to 
select wisely. I like to recommend patterns 
that are timeless to enhance the longevity 

n Linda Mazur is the principal 
designer of Linda Mazur Design 
Group. With over a decade of 
experience, this multi-disciplinary 

interior design firm provides innovative interior 
renovations and full-scale build projects. The firm 
services Toronto, the GTA and surrounding areas. 
For details, visit www.lindamazurdesign.com.

of the investment, and they can easily be 
punched up by choosing trending colours, 
or they can be mated with other patterns for 
a bit of fun.

Fabrics can and will enhance the design 
of your home. From toiles, stripes and 
florals to ikats and jacquards, there are so 
many different patterns, scales and colours 
that can be mixed together beautifully 
to complement your room and add that 
designer touch. Just remember to keep a 
common element throughout and watch 
your home come alive.  b


