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The combination of black and white together 
is timeless. It can be dramatic, and yet 
have an understated elegance to it. There’s 
simplicity to designing spaces in black and 
white that allows you to see the beauty and 
detail of pattern and texture.

In this project, my clients expressed an 
interest in keeping color to a minimum. 
They purchased an older home and wanted 
to preserve many of the original features 
maintaining the integrity of the old home while 
still modernizing it. The renovation was both 
interior and exterior. The starting point was to 
create drama both inside and out by replacing 
the windows and doors with new, beautiful, 
soft black versions. This definitely added a 
pop to the space, and became the stepping 
stone for the design of the interior.
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We decided to not create the open concept 
spaces that many people are drawn to 
when renovating their homes, and instead 
maintained the tradition of individual rooms 
to highlight the age of the home. The kitchen 
was comprised of an awkwardly-shaped 
main area, with a small butler’s pantry and 
an old “servant’s” staircase, which was 
quickly removed to create more space. We 
added windows and increased the size of the 
existing ones to maximize the light and create 
a beautiful, bright, and welcoming kitchen. 
The simple white cabinetry allows the other 
elements of this space to really stand out, 
such as the contrasting black windows. The 
beautiful quartz that was selected, mimicked 

the old-world feel of natural marble, but 
provided the durability needed in today’s 
kitchens. We kept the backsplash rather non-
descript, so as not to deter from the window 
feature, and simply continued the quartz 
partway up the wall; however, we wanted to 
create a focal point over the range by adding 
a black marble “picture frame” detail, and 
then continued with an inset of the quartz. 
It’s simple, but it definitely created a focal 
point in that area. The finishing touches of 
the vintage black and white lighting, along 
with the beautiful “old-world” inspired matte 
black hardware not only completed our look 
on trend, but definitely paid homage to the 
history of the home. 
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Just outside of the kitchen, there was an old 
breeze-way that led to an old garage. We 
redesigned this space to create a lovely four-
season sunroom. With the addition of large-
scaled windows and French doors, the view to 
our client’s stunning backyard can be seen and 
enjoyed from the kitchen. We added a fireplace 
that highlights a beautiful natural marble to 
complete the look and create a warm and cozy 
aesthetic. We continued our love of black and 
white in this space as well. It created a calm 
canvass that allows the beauty of the outdoors 
to truly come to life.

The front entrance was also a small and 
tightly configured space. To create a focal 
point here, we actually looked down to 
the floor to establish our main feature. 
We found a stunning vintage-inspired, 
patterned marble tile containing black, 
white, and highlights of grey, and framed 
it with two other black marble tiles. With 
a bit of ceiling detail and touches of aged 
gold in our vintage chandelier, the end 
result was a wonderful and welcoming 
little foyer.
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The master bathroom in this house was 
challenging; it was extremely long and narrow. 
We stole a bit of space from an adjacent 
closet to create this lovely two-person shower 
that once again we designed using black and 
white, with touches of grey tile. Because we 
had the challenge of the space being so long 
and narrow, we deterred from that by creating 
focal points that would draw your eye away. 
One such focal point was the bold black inset 
detail we designed on the wall of the shower. 
The richness and texture of the marble, the 
mix of the tile and the addition of multiple 
patterns have created a well-appointed space 

that offers many features that will counter 
the few negative aspects that were a bit of a 
challenge.
Working in the more monochromatic range of 
black and white may sound boring to some, 
but in fact when done well, it creates a clean, 
contemporary canvass that allows you to 
highlight many features that are sometimes 
missed, or to add that one special something 
that will be bold and dramatic. It is timeless, 
and works in both a modern setting, as well 
as a historical home. Always in vogue, black 
and white may be the way to go in your next 
home renovation!
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